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Word from the CEO
At the time of writing this report, the

Last year Green Building Design
Group hosted its 5th Annual Going
Green
In
Public
Facilities
Conference in partnership with the
Kwazulu Natal Department of
Human Settlements and Public
Works (KZN Public Works). After four
successful attempts to deliver the
green building message across the
country, after hosting it in Gauteng
and the Western Cape, we decided
to deliver the “Going Green”
message in Kwazulu Natal. One of
the proudest moments for our
organisation
was
taking
the
discussion to a government venue,
a state of the art „green‟ building in
its own right.
Another proud moment came when
our host partner KZN Public Works
cemented
their commitment to
greening their building portfolio in
the province by launching its Green
Building policy for the province at
the conference. This is an example
of government leading by example
in line with the conference theme of
“Public
Infrastructure
Leading
through Innovation and Green
Technologies”. The province is
following in the footsteps of National
Department
of
Public
Works,
Gauteng
Department
of
Infrastructure Development and the
Western Cape Department of
Transport
and
Public
works,
respectively.

National Department of Public
Works had already initiated the
process to develop Green Building
Norms and standards for all public
buildings in the country. We
applaud this process as it sends a
strong message to the rest of the
world with regards to our country‟s
policy position on green building
matters.
Furthermore,
we
encourage
government
and
industry to go beyond the policy
formulation process and kick start
their climate mitigation projects – for
our human survival depends on it.
Green
Building
Design
Group
(GreenBDG) NPC has committed
itself to support the resource
efficiency policy implementation
efforts of the public sector and the
broader built environment industries
that are directly involved in the
delivery of green and sustainable
infrastructure for the country. We
achieve this through the right
partnerships and a combination of
dedicated skills transfer programmes
comprising of knowledge tools to
support industry participants. To
date we have trained over 1500
built environment professionals on
green design methods throughout
the country. Topics include building
information modelling (BIM), energy
performance contracting, green
finance, Indigenous Knowledge
Systems (IKS), Renewable Energy
and Resource Efficiency and other
sustainable technologies.

In 2018 we are applying some
expediency
in
our
climate
mitigation
efforts
through
the
message Ke Nako – Its Time! We
hope to see you in the capital city
Tshwane for the 6th Going Green
Conference (GGC2018). The time
has come to Go Green!
Songo Didiza
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Previous GGCs

4th Going Green Conference – Saint Gobain Conference Centre

“The GGCs have evolved to focus
on
the
broader
infrastructural
portfolio that includes educational,
health and commercial facilities”
The Going Green Conferences
(GGCs) were first introduced as the
“Going Green in Public Health
Facilities” conferences in Cape
Town, South Africa as a platform to
enable technical experts to discuss
practical
solutions
towards
achieving optimal efficiencies within
the
public
health
sector's
infrastructural
services
and
maintenance for three consecutive
years. The GGCs have evolved to
focus on the broader infrastructural
portfolio that includes educational,
commercial
and
healthcare
facilities, owing to growing interests
by conference delegates. The GGC
delegates comprise a wide variety
of sustainability industry participants
from the private and public sectors.
The GGCs offer a knowledge
exchange platform
for solutions
providers and policy makers.

To date GreenBDG has hosted five
(5) GGCs across the country. They
are a CPD* accredited knowledge
sharing environment between
academia, the private and the
public sector. Key topics covered
include
Building
Information
Modellng (BIM), energy and water
performance contracting, green
finance, Indigenous Knowledge
Systems (IKS), Renewable Energy
and Resource Efficiency and other
related sustainable technologies.
They are aimed at assisting the
public sector in achieving their
green and resource efficiency
mandates, as well as contributing
to the implementation of Building
Efficiency
legislation
for
the
industry.

*Continuing Professional Development
5
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2013

Going on six years
of GGCs

Cape Town

Cape Town

2014

Approx. 145
delegates

2015

Approx. 160
delegates

Cape Town

Midrand

2016

Approx. 200
delegates

2017

Approx. 250
delegates

Pietermaritzburg

Tshwane
Forecast. 450
delegates

2018

Approx. 300
delegates
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5th GGC KZN

KZN HOD: Thulani Mdadane

“The department also used the
event platform to share their
progress on their green infrastructure
policy and ongoing projects”
Green Building Design Group hosted
the 5th Going Green Conference
(GGC2017) in partnership with the
Kwazulu Department of Public
Works. The conference took place
at the Public Works‟ Auditorium in
Pietermaritzburg from the 13 to 15
September 2017. The department
also used the event platform to
share their progress on their green
infrastructure programmes for the
entire province with the 300
GGC2017 delegates in
attendance.
Sustainability experts in attendance
included representatives from the
following organisations and
institutions
Below are some of the organisations
that participated the Green Café
sessions and the GGC2017 event in
Kwazulu Natal:
Academia:
Durban University of Technology
(Student Conference host partner),
CSIR, Mangosuthu University of
Technology, University of Kwazulu
Natal

Government:
Eastern Cape Department of Roads
and Public Works, Limpopo
Department of Public Works,
National Department of Public
Works, Northwest Department of
Roads and Public Works and
Mpumalanga Department of Public
Works.
Municipalities:
City of Tshwane, City of Cape Town,
Ethekweni Municipality, Kwa Dukuza
Municipality
NGOs and International partners:
Council for the Built Environment
(CBE) – Acting CEO, South African
Local Government Association
USAID South Africa Low Emissions
Development Program (SALED),(SALGA) – KZN Regional
Representative, Southern African
Association of Energy Efficiency
(SAEE) – President, GoundWorks
Private Sector:
ARB Electric Wholesalers (Exhibitors),
Atlast CopCo (Gold Sponsor),
BIMGAMES, Catalyst Solutions,
EOH,Green Planet Lighting (Platinum
Sponsor) Dihlase Consulting
Engineers, LG Electronics (Platinum
Sponsor), WSP (Platinum Sponsor),
IES (Programme Sponsor),
Johannesburg Stock Exchange
(JSE), Shaba & Ramplin Green
Building Solutions (Silver Sponsor),
Royal Haskoning DHV, SAFTEK, Onga
Energy Management and Zamori
Engineering Services (Exhibitor). 9

Highlights of 5th GGC KZN

From Left World Green Cafe sessions, Site Visits of Ithemba Projects and City of Tshwane
(GGC2018 co hosts) Mayoral Committee with their certificate of recognition

World Green
Cafe

12

Site Visit Day
and Students’
Green
Innovations
Day

13

Going Green
in Education
Facilities and
Greening the
Public Sector
Awards

14

Going Green
in Healthcare
facilities

15
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World Green Café: 12 September
The World Green Café ook place on
the evening prior to the start of the
main conference days . The open
discussions brought together various
stakeholders in the sustainability
industry to have a preliminary
informal discussion around what it
takes to adopt a green mindset in
their day to day lives. The aim of the
World Green Café was two-fold: to
engage key event partners to think
differently; and to co-create
solutions to the seemingly massive
issues faced by the green building
industry in South Africa. Through
interactive audience engagement,
participants were encouraged to
discuss how to innovate and weave
sustainability mind-set in society.
Some of the proposed solutions that
came out of the discussions were as
follows:
- Have brand ambassadors for the
green agenda to make it more
relevant to young people;
- Create a green curriculum that is
integrated into the current
educational system so a green
conscious can be embedded from
an early development stage (at
school level); and
- Creating incentives and KPI's for
companies so they comply with
green building standards and adopt
green design principles.
Site Visit Day and Student’s Green
Innovation Day: 13 September 2017
The site visits to the Harry Gwala
District Office in Ixopo (a green
rated building) and Ithemba
Innovative Technology Project in
Sweetwater, which are both KZN
Public Works buildings, highlighted
the theme of the conference as
these both demonstrated green
innovative

techniques. Over 70 conference
delegates participated in the site
visits on the 13th September 2017,
which is the highest participation in
the history of the GGCs to date.
Whilst the professionals were busy
viewing green building sites in Ixopo
and Sweetwater respectively, the
students and young professionals
participated in a highly
energised ‘Emerging professionals
Green Innovation Solutions
conference’ which took place in
Durban at the Coastlands on the
Ridge hotel. Over 100 tertiary
students and emerging professionals
participated in this conference
which was hosted in partnership with
the Durban University of
Technology. These discussions
brought practicality to the
conference theme, „Public
Infrastructure leading through
Innovation and Green
Technologies' as emerging
professionals were introduced to
some of the cutting edge green
technology innovations that are
actively shaping the built industry in
South Africa today. To view photos
of our site visits please visit our
facebook page!
Greening the Public Sector Awards:
14th September 2017
The event was held on the evening
of the 14th September to celebrate
the progress that industry
participants are making towards the
greening of public infrastructure in
the country. Special guests in
attendance included the Acting
CEO of the Council for the Built
Environment (CBE) Ms Priscilla
Mdlalose who gave the key note
address. Other special guests
included the Acting Deputy Director
General: Projects and Professional
Service at National Public works Mr
Nkosi Vilakazi.
Special awards of recognition were
handed to industry participants that
are advancing greening of public
facilities through advocacy,
11
leadership and implementation
efforts.

Greening the Public Sector Awards recipients
Andew Cunninghame
Leadership and
Advocacy for
Greener Hospitals

Michael Tladi
Leadership and
Advocacy: Norms
and Standards

Luvuyo Nkwentsha
Leadership and
Advocacy

Peta De Jager
Research and
Innovation

Oliver Chimusoro
Leadership and
Advocacy

Vere Shaba
Leadership and
Advocacy for
Greener Hospitals

Sumaya Mahomed
Leadership and
Advocacy for
Greener
Municipalities

KZN Department of
Public Works and
Human Settlements
Leadership and
Policy

Green Planet Lighting
Green Manufacturing
& Local Economic
Development

Zamori Engineering
Services
Leadership and
Green Innovation

WSP
Leadership and
Green Innovation

City Of Tshwane
Leadership and
Green Innovation:
Tshwane House

12

5th Going Green Conference Days (Professionals only):
14th – 15th September 2017

Delegates at the main conference days, 14th – 15th September 2017

The plenary discussions of the main
conferences days highlighted the
innovative green design interventions that
are shaping the building infrastructure in
the public sector. These range from finance
instruments in the form of green bonds
and shared savings models to progressive
policy measure undertakings in the form of
regulation and green building norms and
standards for public buildings. Our
GGC2017 hosts KZN Human Settlements
and Public Works were exemplary of this
policy directive through the introduction of
its Green Building policy for the province.

The case studies highlighted several
guidelines that need to be incorporated by
industry participants when planning large
scale green public infrastructure projects in
South Africa. These discussions took place
as follows:
• 14th September 2017: Going Green in
Education and Commercial Facilities;
• 15th September 2017: Going Green in
Healthcare Facilities
Detailed presentations of these discussions
will be made available to all the Going
Green members.
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City of Tshwane Mayoral Committee

Site Visits in Ithemba Project, Ixopo
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The Proposed Solutions to Ramp up
Greening of Public Facilities
Below are some of the recommended solutions that are
required to fast track green initiatives within public
facilities at the various government levels (national,
provincial and local):

Training

Guidance

Increased Training and Capacity Building
programmes aimed at building service
professionals that focus on green design
methods.
CPD Accredited Training Workshops on
Mandatory standards
Guidance towards the planning of green
building projects through innovative
methods such as Green Cafes and Green
Hackathons for industry participants and
students
Mentorship support for young, black
female professionals to gain entrance
into the industry

Mentorship
Implementation Procedures to influence
behavioural change in government
operated facilities

Implementation
Green Building Rating Baseline
Development and Project Evaluation

Rating and
evaluation
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6th GOING GREEN CONFERENCE
Ke Nako

Facilitated
platform

Promote
knowledge &
skills transfer

Create and
sustain network
and shared
learnings

1

CPD Accreditation

3

Contribution to the
implementation of Building
Efficiency Technical
Guidelines

4

5

Great line up of speakers
and interactive workshops

6

2

Co-create Building
Efficiency
Technical
Guidelines

Knowledge sharing
Assist public sector in
achieving green building
mandate

Bring together built
environment
professionals, key public
and private sector and
academia

BENEFITS

PAST SPONSORS AND KEY STAKEHOLDERS

PURPOSE

28 – 30 August 2018

What to expect at the GGC2018
28 – 30 August in Tshwane?

Upcoming project and thought leadership
leading up to GGC2018
Collaborative
efforts with other
countries to ratify
the UN
Sustainable
Development
Goals (SDGs)
vision
Achieving South
Africa‟s climate
change
mitigation goals
as setout in the
National
Development
Plan

Tightening our
efforts to further
protect our
climate with
leading industry
stakeholders via
our Green Cafes.

2°
2°

A „Green
Hackathon‟ to
provide a
platform for
entrepreneurs to
introduce
practical
sustainable
solutions to
achieve the SDGs

6th Going Green Conference

Ke Nako- It’s time!
What are the gaps that need to be bridged leading up to the
GGC2018?

Targets

Resources

Government
climate
mitigation
targets still need
to be met
Limited capacity to
implement
complex resource
efficient projects,
policies and
strategies

Training

Knowledge

Limited, dedicated,
formal training or
development for
government staff on
green design methods
Insufficient knowledge
sharing platforms
between academia,
public & private sector
for green building and
resource efficient 18
solutions

Special Thank You to our Key Media Partners
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